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March 16, 2000

VIA PRIORITY MAIL

Lauren C. Buehler, Esq.
Enforcement Attorney
United States EPA Region 8
999 18th Street, Suite 500
Denver, Colorado 80202-2466

Ref: SENF-L
‘Dear Ms. Buehler:

I am in receipt of your letter of February 24, 2000. I respond herem to your request for |
additional information from our chent Hecla Mining Company.

F irst, with respect to your request that we confirm the SOPs submitted with our proposed

work plans are complete, I am informed that they are. We prepared six SOPs, numbered 1-6, but

- because we prepared two separate plans, and because not all SOPs are pertinent to each plan, there

appear to be gaps in the numbers of SOPs referenced in the separate reports. I hope this clarifies any
confusion this may have caused.

—  Additionally, I have enclosed portions of two,reports entitled “Preliminary Process Design
for Treatment and Neutralization of Existing Solid and Liquid Wastes at the Apex Mine”, dated
February, 1989 and “Preliminary Waste Disposal Facilities Design Report-Apex Mine”, April, 1990, -
both of which were prepared for Hecla by Steffen, Robertson and Kirsten (U.S.), Inc. One of these

- reports references a “Table Two” that you are interested in, but as you will notice from the enclosed
copy, that table was not finalized, and I am informed by my client that the entire report was never
finalized beyond the preliminary version we are providing to you herein. The related, earlier report
of February, 1989, a copy of which is also enclosed in part, does contain a similar table, however.

- We refer you to that Table 2-1 concerning chemical reagents used at the Apex facility. |
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We hope the enclosed excerpts are responsive to your request and would be haf)py to address
any further questions or concerns you may have regarding them or the matters addressed in them.

Very truly ydurs,

Davis, Graham & Stubbs LLP
Attorneys for Hecla Mining Company

. JRImmt
Enclosures

cc: (w/exrlc.)’ John N. Galbavy, Esq.
(w/enc.) Mr. Clint Strachan
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